[Functional significance of CD56 large granular lymphocytes in the decidua in early pregnancy in the human].
The study was undertaken to characterize the large granular lymphocytes (LGL) found in large numbers in the decidua of early pregnancy, in order to investigate their functional significance in placentation. The LGL were investigated by immunohistochemical, flow cytometric and molecular biological techniques. The LGL resemble a small subpopulation of Natural Killer cells (NK-cells) in the peripheral blood, express activation antigens and produce cytokines that may have a regulatory/modulatory influence on trophoblast growth.